
Communicating with Hindu Seekers

Comparing Christian & Hindu Beliefs

It can be helpful to compare beliefs across religious systems. Here are some comparisons of key doctrines
between Christianity and Hinduism. (Hindu terms are in parentheses.)

God (Brahman/Ishvara):

Western/Christian: Typically refers to a singular, transcendent, personal being, the Creator and
Sustainer of the universe, distinct from creation.

Hindu: Can be understood in various ways.

Brahman: The ultimate reality, the absolute, impersonal, all-pervasive spirit. It is often
described as neti-neti ("not this, not that") to emphasize its incomprehensibility. It is the source
of all existence.

Ishvara: A personal manifestation of Brahman, often seen as a specific deity (e.g., Vishnu,
Shiva, Devi) who can be worshipped and interacted with. Hindus often worship multiple gods
and goddesses as different forms or aspects of the one ultimate reality (Brahman).
Monotheism, polytheism, and pantheism can all be found within Hinduism.

Man (Atman/Jiva):

Western/Christian: Humans are created in God's image, possessing a body, soul, and spirit.
There's a clear distinction between the Creator and the created.

Hindu:

Atman: The individual soul or self, which is believed to be eternal and ultimately identical with
Brahman (the universal self). The goal of life is often to realize this oneness (moksha).

Jiva: The individual living being, which includes the Atman encased in a physical body and
mind. The Jiva is subject to the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth (samsara).

Sin (Karma/Adharma/Papa):

Western/Christian: Often defined as disobedience to God's commands, a transgression against a
holy God, resulting in separation from God and requiring atonement.

Hindu:
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Karma: Not merely "sin," but the universal law of cause and effect. Every action (good or bad,
intentional or unintentional) creates karma, which determines one's future experiences and
rebirths. "Bad karma" is the result of actions that are not aligned with Dharma.

Adharma: Actions that are not in accordance with one's moral and righteous duty (Dharma).

Papa: Literally "evil" or "wrongdoing." While related to Karma, it specifically refers to actions
that lead to negative consequences or suffering. The emphasis is on the action and its
consequences within the cosmic order, rather than a direct offense against a personal God in
the same way as in Western religions.

Salvation (Moksha/Liberation):

Western/Christian: Liberation from sin and its consequences (eternal separation from God)
through faith in Jesus Christ, leading to eternal life in communion with God.

Hindu:

Moksha: The ultimate goal of human existence, which is liberation from the cycle of rebirth
(samsara). It is not about being saved from "sin" in the Western sense, but about realizing
one's true nature as Atman, which is one with Brahman.

Methods to achieve Moksha:  Can include various paths (margas) such as:

Karma Yoga: The path of selfless action.

Jnana Yoga: The path of knowledge and wisdom.

Bhakti Yoga: The path of devotion to a personal deity.

Raja Yoga: The path of meditation and spiritual discipline.

The concept of a savior figure who atones for sins is generally not present in the same way as
in Christianity. Moksha is achieved through one's own spiritual efforts, understanding, and
realization.
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